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Abstract The RockPointe Condominium Complex in Chatsworth, California, USA, has had along history of subterranean
termite activity and termite-related homeowner complaints. A total of 7,327 Sentricon® stations were installed between
October and December of 2001 along the perimeter of 134 buildings, and inspected monthly thereafter. Sentricon®
stations with actively foraging termites present were immediately baited with hexaflumuron following label instructions.
The active ingredient was changed to noviflumuron in April 2003. When feasible, auxillary stations were installed
adjacent to the active stations to increase the rate of station discovery and enhance bait consumption. Within two months
of installation, 41% of the buildings had stations that revealed visual signs of subterranean termite activity. These stations
were then baited. This percentage rose to 90% after 6 months and 95% after one year. A total of 423 auxillary stations
were installed between February 2001 and October 2003. Of the 7,327 stationsinitially installed, 12% had subterranean
termite activity; 13% of the auxiliary stations became active. Comparing newly active stations between 2002 and 2003
resulted in 70% fewer stations with new activity, likely the result of baiting. Since March 2004, a few stations have
become active. A reduction in resident’s complaints of termites at the complex paralleled the reduction of termitesin
stations at the site. These results strongly suggest that the ongoing baiting program utilizing the Sentricon® Termite
Colony Elimination System has had a significant impact on the subterranean termite population at this site.
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INTRODUCTION

Baits, using various active ingredients, are becoming increasingly available for the control of subterranean
termites. In prior and current studies, our baiting research hasinvolved field and laboratory studiesin northern
and southern California. We have been investigating the performance of the Sentricon® Termite Colony
Elimination System since 1992, giving us long-term data on termite activity rates in stations (Lewis et al.,
1998), foraging patterns (Haverty et al., 1999b); alate flight phenology (Haverty et al., 2003), and colony
characteristics (Delphiaet al., 2003; Getty and Haverty, 1998; Getty et al., 2000a; Haverty et al., 1999a, 2000;
Haverty and Nelson, 1997). This information has given us a unique regional perspective into the use and
performance of baits for the control of subterranean termites.

The objective of this study was to gain insight into the performance of termite baiting, and specifically,
the Sentricon® System, over alarge, contiguous area with a history of termite activity and termite-related
complaints by homeowners. Because the process of termites locating a bait station can vary from property to
property based on factors such as termite foraging intensity, time of year, moisture, and food availability, a
project site as large as the RockPointe townhouse complex was especially conducive to this type of study.
Variationsin all of these factors/conditions are prevalent at this site.

It is generally agreed that long-term, follow-up monitoring of a site is usually necessary to ensure that a
baiting program was successful. Therefore, another important objective of our study was to observe the site
over an extended period asit continued to be serviced on adaily basis by alocal pest management professional.









